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[bookmark: _Hlk22489336]“Working Together, Playing Together, Serving God and Serving Others”

“…encourage one another and build one another up…” 
1 Thessalonians 5:11.

POLICY FOR GEOGRAPHY


INTENT
At Davenham, our curriculum has the following intents: 
· It is underpinned by 6 core Christian Values - friendship, thankfulness, trust, forgiveness, compassion and koinonia.  
· It builds upon and deepens children’s knowledge with the aim of providing them with real life skills, enabling them to move into the world as confident, independent and considerate individuals.
· It provides knowledge in all subjects that builds sequentially through their time at primary school. 
· It reflects our locality, the needs of our community and our links with the local church and Diocese.  

At Davenham, we believe that Geography is an important area of children’s learning as it helps them relate to the world they live in, both on a local, national and global scale. 
We aim to develop children’s understanding of places, people, resources and human and physical environments, whilst developing real life skills, such as map reading, which are both progressive and transferrable. 
Through Geography, we seek to inspire in children a curiosity and understanding of the world and the diversity of the people who live in it.


IMPLEMENTATION
Our curriculum will endeavour to implement the following:
· To deliver exciting, inspiring and memorable experiences so that children retain lifelong knowledge and skills.
· To support individuals, ensuring every child is challenged and supported appropriately in a happy and safe learning environment.
· To be thematic, so that children are able to understand links between subjects, ideas, skills and knowledge. 
· To use visits, visitors and “Theme Days” to offer a hands-on approach to learning.


Geography at Davenham is taught from a two-year sequential and thematic rolling programme of units, so that children can achieve depth and balance in their learning. Links with other subjects are identified and explored, as appropriate.  
Teachers have identified the key knowledge and skills (the Sticky Knowledge) of each topic and consideration has been given to ensure progression across topics throughout year groups and across the school. 
At the beginning of each topic, children are able to convey what they know already, as well as what they would like to find out. This informs the programme of study and also ensures that lessons are relevant and take account of children’s different starting points and / or interests. 
Consideration is given to how greater depth will be taught, learnt and demonstrated within units of work, as well as how children will be supported where necessary. 
The local area, visitors and visits are used to enhance the teaching of Geography throughout school. Theme Days or Enrichment Days help “hook” children and are planned wherever possible at the beginning of units of study. 


IMPACT
Our curriculum aims to have the following impact:  
· To create resilient and independent leaners who are knowledgeable and aware of their own strengths and areas for development. 
· To develop well-rounded individuals who show respect for themselves and for others around them. 
· To excite children and promote a love of learning which values each individual and equally recognises all achievements, including academic, artistic, musical, personal and sporting. 

In Geography, children are encouraged to consider and celebrate what they have learned at the end of each unit of study compared with their starting points.  
As children progress throughout the school, they develop a deeper knowledge, understanding and appreciation of our local area and the wider world they live in. 


TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Through their work in Geography, children learn about their local area and compare their life in this area with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and the wider world. 
As the children progress through the units of study, they deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. They learn how to draw and interpret maps and use subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography, with accuracy and confidence. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human geography, children gain an appreciation of life in different societies, helping to develop a sense of other cultures, and how nations rely on each other. 
Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the framework and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time. 


ASSESSMENT, MARKING AND DIFFERENTIATION 

Assessment for children’s learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning cycle. Key geographical knowledge is taught to enable and promote the development of children’s geographical skills. We assess the children’s work in Geography against key objectives by making both informal and formal judgements as we observe the children during lessons. Target Tracker will be used to track children’s attainment and progress.  
[bookmark: _Hlk22488008]Work may be differentiated by ability and once children have completed a piece of work it will be marked according to the school marking policy. 
Where appropriate, children should be provided with feedback which celebrates their achievements and allows them to focus on the next steps in their learning. 


SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Children with Special Education Needs participate fully within the classroom.  They are also given extra support provided by the SENCO or by the teaching assistants. 

They include: -
· “Quality First” teaching in the classroom. 
· children with difficulties in learning to read, write and spell, are given extra learning experiences with an adult.  
· the undertaking of Makaton training by several staff.  

Children for whom English is a second language will be given additional support where appropriate.

Children with particular ability and flair for Geography who work more quickly through the levels of the National Curriculum are extended through the use of a wide variety of materials and projects in order to encourage deeper learning of their curriculum.


RESOURCES

Geography resources are stored centrally. The library contains a supply of Geography topic books and atlases to support children’s individual research.
All classrooms have a map of the world on display. 

PLANNING AND CPD

Our curriculum planning is based on a two-year, thematic and sequential rolling programme (see long term planning map). 

Planning is achieved collaboratively with parallel-class teachers and plans are saved electronically for ease of access. Planning will follow the National Curriculum 2014, which is divided into 4 sections: - 

· Locational knowledge 
· Place knowledge 
· Human and physical Geography 
· Geographical skills and fieldwork 

For each of these sections, there are separate objectives for KS1 and KS2. Teachers have identified the key knowledge that is being taught, as well as the skills that are being developed across each topic, and these are recorded on the long-term plan.   
Knowledge Mats set out the Sticky Knowledge that teachers want children to retain along with key vocabulary. Consideration to the school’s context has informed the programme of study and cross curricular outcomes are identified prior to teaching.  

Staff meetings are held to discuss the Geography curriculum and ensure consistency of long-term, medium-term and short-term plans. Plans are drawn up by individual teachers or collaboratively and monitored by the Headteacher and SLT. 
[bookmark: _Hlk22489966]When necessary, CPD opportunities are identified for specific members of staff, or for all staff, and these are delivered either by external trainers or by specialist members of staff in school. 


EYFS

Early Years explore geographical themes and content through the Understanding of the World strand of the EYFS curriculum. This involves guiding the children to develop sense of their physical world, as well as their community, through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment. 

KS1

During Key Stage 1 children will investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United Kingdom or abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live there. They also begin to learn about the wider world. 
Children carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom, asking geographical questions about people, places and environments, and using geographical skills and resources such as maps and photographs. 
During Key Stage 1, children should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their local area. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical Geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. Children will develop their locational knowledge; they will learn to name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans. In addition, they will learn to name, locate and identify the characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 
In KS1, children will also develop a greater understanding of place by comparing the geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical Geography of a small area of the United Kingdom. 
Children in KS1 will identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles. They will also begin to use geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features (beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather) and key human features (city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shops.) Children will develop geographical skills and fieldwork skills and through these areas of study, they will learn to use world maps, atlases and globes use simple compass directions; aerial photographs. They will plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features and use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their local area. 

KS2

During Key Stage 2, children extend and develop their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America; studying the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. 
Children continue to develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. They extend their locational knowledge when they learn to locate and name European countries as well as North and South American countries, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities. In addition to this, children extend their locational knowledge to be able to name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, describing key geographical regions, human and physical characteristics, key topographical features and land-use patterns. This is further extended to identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, the Equator, the Northern and Southern Hemispheres, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, the Arctic and Antarctic Circle and the Greenwich Meridian and time zones. 
Children will build on their understanding of place by comparing the geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical Geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region of a European country and a region within North or South America. 
In KS2 human and physical Geography knowledge is extended to allow children  to develop an understanding of aspects of physical Geography (investigating climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle) and human Geography (learning about types of settlement and land use, economic activity and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.) Children will continue to develop geographical skills and fieldwork skills and through these three areas of study, they will learn to use maps, atlases and globes and digital/computer mapping, eight-point compass directions, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and keys and Ordnance Survey maps. They will also use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans, graphs, and digital technologies.









2 YEAR PLANNING CYCLE 

	GEOGRAPHY
	Year 1 and 2
	Year 3 and 4
	Year 5 and 6

	Year A (even years) 
	The Local Area (including the school grounds)
The UK (countries of the UK)
Seaside Study (Llandudno)
	The UK (British Isles, UK and Great Britain
Europe (Study of a region of a European Country)


	The UK (settlements)
Human Geography (The Rainforests)

.



	GEOGRAPHY 
	Year 1 and 2
	Year 3 and 4
	Year 5 and 6

	Year B (odd years) 
	Continents and Oceans
Kenya (comparative study)
Hot and Cold Countries

	Rivers
Mountains (Snowdon)
Natural Disasters 

.


	Mapwork
The Americas





THE SUBJECT LEADER 

The subject leader takes the lead in policy development and the introduction of schemes of work designed to ensure progression and continuity in Geography throughout the school. The subject leader takes responsibility for the purchase and organisation of resources.
Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in Geography is the responsibility of the subject leader. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the planning and teaching of Geography, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. 
Subject Leaders are encouraged to develop their own subject knowledge through continuous professional development and to cascade this information to other staff and governors. 

PARENTS AS PARTNERS

[bookmark: _Hlk22487590]Each term, parents / carers are provided with a Topic Map which outlines units of study for that term. Parents are also provided with Topic Passports to support their children in the acquisition of Sticky Knowledge. 




EQUAL OPPORTUNTIIES

[bookmark: _GoBack]Within Geography, the curriculum is designed and monitored to give maximum opportunities to all children in school and to have regard for the progress and attainment of each individual child at any given time. The Geography curriculum is accessible to all children. All children are encouraged to take part in all activities. The school strives to ensure that the culture and ethos of the school is one in which, everyone is equally valued and treats one another with respect.  This school believes that each child and adult within the school community is unique, has rights and responsibilities and should be treated equally and with respect. 













































































EQUALITY STATEMENT

Davenham Primary School is committed to ensuring equality of opportunity for all children, staff, parents, carers and visitors irrespective of their race, gender, gender identity, disability, religion or belief, sexual orientation, marital status, age or pregnancy and maternity. We tackle discrimination through the positive promotion of equality, by valuing diversity, challenging bullying and stereotypes and by creating an inclusive environment which champions fairness and respect for all.
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