[bookmark: _GoBack]Ethos Group
Shoes for Africa
Our Ethos group has been very busy since we came back in September. Our first job was to pack up all the shoes for Africa that were gathered on the last day of the summer term. 
Indoor Reflection Area
The children have been creating a beautiful reflection area within school. This included decorating (decoupage) our tree of thankfulness, painting the stain glass windows and making our reflection board. Children can make secret prayers on our heart and sharing their thoughts, troubles and requests for help before Our Lord, or write prayers of thankfulness for our tree. Alternatively children can light a candle for someone who they know needs Jesus’s comfort or help, or for someone who is sick. There are also love hearts, on which the children can write the name(s) of people who are special to them and say a pray for them. Worries can also be placed before Jesus at the cross. 
The Ethos group monitor and take responsibility for the reflective area. If any child wants to do one of the activities in the area they only have to find a representative from Ethos and they can come in during break-time and lunch-time to do so. Equally if children want to be quiet, feel a little sad, lonely, want to say a prayer, or read about Jesus, then they can come in with an Ethos representatives for quiet reflective time. There are also a range of beautiful PSHE books for them to share.
Mosaic Tile Art
The children have also been really busy creating a beautiful tiled mosaic in the hall, for behind the altar that considers attributes and qualities of God and Jesus his son. Ethos have been really fortunate to work on this project with Sonali, and they wish to thank her for all the time, effort and support she gave to the group and the project. It looks beautiful!
Outdoor Reflective Area
In addition, Ethos group have been creating an outdoor reflection area for reception and KS1. To help them learn about creation, the word of God and how God wants us to live. Reception have been busy looking at the parable of the Sower and the Seed, planting bulbs and thinking about what plants need in order to flower. They then looked at what they need, in order to grow in God’s love and live like God wants them to. Thank you to all the children for all their hard work drawing, writing and then planting bulbs! We can’t wait to see them flower! 
Ethos have also been busy making pottery fish for the role play area. The message here is we should always put our trust in God, for he is our Father and will protect and provide for us. 
Miss Phillips class have been very busy in the area too – thank you for all your hard work! The pictures look beautiful!
All children throughout school have been invited to make a cross, which represents things that are important to them. These crosses are lovely and will make gorgeous bunting for the area, and will depicting our school family. 


Charity Work
On the charity front, aside from the shoes to Africa, Ethos and the school community have organised shoe boxes with Christmas gifts in them. These will be sent to families or elderly in need as part of the Barclay’s Shoe Box initiative.
During the last couple of weeks of October – Ethos were busy preparing for their Harvest festival. This year, as a school community, we choose to collect donations for Christian Aid and our local food bank.  Thank you so much for your donations and your generosity. Harvest is a time to give thanks for all the wonderful things we have and for the food we have to eat. It is also a time when we tend focus on sharing the food we have with those less fortunate than ourselves. That was why we chose to donate half the money to a local charity and half to an international charity, as we recognise that there are people who may not have enough to eat both locally and abroad.
Even this week, Ethos children have been busy in the hall selling poppies to raise money for the British Legion, in remembrance of all those who gave their lives in the wars to secure our freedom and way of live.
Having previously organised a collection at St Wilfrid’s Church, which totalled £120, for Chicks (Ethos’ nominated charity of the year) Ethos have arranged a visit to Asda Northwich at 4pm December 14th to carol sing. Any money raised will be donated to Chicks. Chicks is a national charity that strives to provide respite for children in need, particularly those in inner cities and facing economic hardship. The children suggested various charities: on voting Chicks was clearly the most popular choice. 
 

